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SNAPP (Sporting 
Network of Autistic 
People and Parents) and 
Maccabi FC Caulfield 
(MFCC) will be delivering 
a Soccer for Therapy 
Program at Caulfield Park 
in Caulfield North. 
SNAPP was created by Allison and Kris 
Gately when they saw the need for a 
program after their son was diagnosed with 
autism.

“I knew sports would be paramount to 
the development of my son, however he 
struggled in a normal MiniRoos soccer 
program — and emotionally, so did I,” 
Allison said. 

“So I approached my local soccer club in 
the western suburbs and they could not 
have been more supportive.

“A couple of posts on our online support 
network, and two weeks later we had  
30 kids in our first program.”

Allison was keen to expand the Soccer 
for Therapy Program in the south and 
east of Melbourne and put out the word 
to local clubs. MFCC President Kevin 
Milstein heard the call and jumped at the 
opportunity. 

“At Maccabi FC, we pride 
ourselves on being inclusive 
of people from all walks of 
life, but we had a gap in our 
programs in being able to 
deliver to children and adults 
with autism,” he said.

“We see the Soccer for Therapy Program as 
an opportunity to reach out to those people 
in a way that we never could before. We 
thank Allison for the opportunity.”

Allison said SNAPP now covers multiple 
sports and locations and its techniques have 
been developed by its paediatric occupational 
therapist, as well as the essential knowledge of 
all their neurodiverse families. 

“SNAPP programs are as essential to the 
mental health of our families as they are for 
our children, and friendships are formed for 
both child and parent,” she said. 

The Soccer for Therapy Program will  
kick off at Caulfield Park in Caulfield 
North from 18 July. For further 
information, visit www.snapp.org.au or 
www.facebook.com/SNAPPVic/

Recreation News

50-metre outdoor pool 
closure at GESAC

Club Coffee Chat focuses 
on inclusion and diversity 

Council’s team at Glen 
Eira Sports and Aquatic 
Centre (GESAC) is using 
the winter period to 
ensure the 50-metre pool 
continues to operate 
safely.  

Council will be undertaking the 
resurfacing of the pool shell to ensure 
that colouring leaching does not occur, 
which would impact on lifeguards’ sight 
of swimmers.
Due to this resurfacing, the outdoor pool 
at GESAC will close until 26 July. All 
other aquatic facilities will be open in 
the indoor pool hall to accommodate our 

usual 50-metre pool users, as much as 
possible. 

In light of recent COVID-19 restrictions, 
we are working swiftly to bring these 
works forward to reduce the impact on 
our members and guests.

We do realise this is a difficult time for 
everyone and as a result during the pool 
closure, members will be offered free 
membership suspension, and ‘off peak’ 
rates will be charged for casual visitors 
using the aquatic space once we have 
reopened from the latest restrictions.

Thank you for your patience and 
understanding.

On Thursday 3 June we 
hosted an online initiative 
aimed at connecting local 
sporting clubs. 
The Club Coffee Chat focused on 
inclusion, diversity and how to make your 
club more accessible to women and girls.

Guest speaker was Julia Hay from the 
Women’s Coaching Association. Julia 
provided clubs with some pragmatic 
applications to assist them in encouraging 
women into their clubs. 

These included women’s-only education 
and training, f lexibility and family-
friendly environments, opportunities that 
suit knowledge and experience, avoiding 
gendered language and seeking every 
opportunity to celebrate women. There 
were lots of great tips provided in Julia’s 

address, with one of the key messages 
being: “You need to have equity first, then 
you can have equality.”

The online event was a great opportunity 
for our clubs to share in their successes 
and challenges, and seek some new ways 
of operating to attract more women. The 
reality is — it’s not that hard! 

For further information about the 
Women’s Coaching Association, visit  
https://womenscoaching.com.au/ 

For more information on your favourite 
sport or to get involved in your local 
sporting club, head down to your local 
sportsground or indoor venue or contact 
the Recreation and Open Space team to 
point you in the right direction on  
9524 3333 or via email at  
recservices@gleneira.vic.gov.au

Soccer for Therapy 
Program at Caulfield 
Park

The Soccer for Therapy Program will be held at 
Caulfield Park in Caulfield North. 

The recent Club Coffee Chat focused on how sporting clubs can make 
their club more accessible to women and girls. 

The outdoor pool at GESAC will be closed until 26 July. 


